THE MIRRORS OF WASHINGTON

make it, holding that plain morality and a greater
respect for the obligations of a treaty than Beth-
man Hollweg expressed when he called them scraps
of paper required this country to charge just the
same tolls for American ships using the canal as
for British ships or any other ships using it.

The general Republican argument is that thus
interpreted, the Hay-Pauncefote treaty is so foolish
and so inconvenient a treaty that Mr. Hay must
not have meant what he said when he wrote it, and
really did mean something that he wholly failed to
say. The reasons for contending that Mr. Hay
meant no tolls for the United States and tolls for
England, when he wrote the same tolls for every-
body are highly ingenious and as it was a Democratic
President who was asserting that Mr. Hay used
language in its ordinary sense, Mr. Root as a Re-
publican might have been expected to declare that
Mr. Hay used it in quite the reverse of its ordinary
sense. But he did not. He supported the Demo-
cratic President and treated the Republican posi-
tion as if it had not the slightest taint of legality
in it, to the lasting shock of Mr. Harding, on whose
side the precedents are, for nations do say "all
nations," and are later found to mean all nations
but themselves when their virtuous promises to

176